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INTRODUCTION

The Carter's Cove Architectural Standards are designed to provide informative parameters for community residents planning improvements or alterations to their properties while preserving the quality environment in which we live.

THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
The Carter's Cove Architectural Committee (CCAC) shall consist of Carter's Cove homeowners. Participation shall be voluntary; no financial consideration shall be made.

ABOUT THE STANDARDS

The Architectural Committee has developed, and from time to time revises, architectural guidelines that enable individual homeowners to achieve personal objectives with respect to their property while maintaining community objectives. In compliance with Section 8 of the Carter's Cove Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens, the Architectural Committee has developed a formal application, review, appeal, and enforcement procedure through which these guidelines will be upheld. The Architectural Standards were established for Carter's Cove and Carter's Cove II and applies to both townhouses and single-family dwellings in the community. If a conflict exists between the terms and provisions of the Architectural Standards Guidelines and those of the above Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens, then the terms and provisions of the Declaration shall be in control.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS
1. Homeowners should review the Carter's Cove Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens and this document to ensure any planned project is in compliance.

2. Homeowners should make themselves familiar with all relevant county and state regulations and codes. Information can be obtained by calling the Howard County Department of Licensing and Permits at (410) 313-2455. The county will provide guidance concerning the need for permits and instructions for obtaining them. The county also has handouts available concerning building fences and decks.

3. Homeowners shall submit a written request (THE APPLICATION) seeking approval for any planned outdoor projects to the Management Company who will then submit the requests the Architectural Committee. A form is provided. Application packages shall include the following information:

· A completed Application Form.  No substitute is acceptable. Reproduction copies are encouraged. Blank forms are available in this booklet and from the Architectural Committee members or the Management Company. The description provided should address all relevant specifications called for in specific projects.

EXAMPLE: For decks, state that the wood used will be of a "natural finish, Pressure-treated lumber." Include approximate start and completions dates and the application must have the signature of the homeowner.

· A drawing, plan or picture of the proposed change or improvement detailing exact dimensions, color, design, and types of materials as appropriate. Plans and supporting documents should be the same as those submitted to the county if a building permit is required.

· A copy of the plat drawing (supplied to you at settlement) marked with the location of the proposed change or improvement.

· A copy of any required state or county permits. If not available, the Application must indicate when the request for a permit was made to the relevant authority and provide a copy of the permit before final approval will be granted.

4. Homeowners shall obtain all permits or approvals from the State and County. Plans approved by these authorities and those provided with the Application must be identical.

5. Homeowners are encouraged to check with MISS UTILITY at (800) 257-777 to ensure planned work involving digging will not disrupt services or damage any service lines. NOTE: The homeowner is liable under law for any service interrupt and all associated costs.

6. Homeowners shall not begin any exterior work falling under these standards or the authority of the Architectural Committee without written approval for the Architectural Committee. NOTE: All Applications are to be sent to the Carter’s Cove Management Company or given to Architectural Committee.

THE REVIEW AND MONITORING PROCESS

1. Applications sent to the Management Company will be copied and sent to the Architectural Committee/Property Manager. The AC/PM will have 45 days from receipt to approve or disapprove the application. The Carter’s Cove Homeowners Association (CCHOA) Board will be made aware of applications in process, approved, or disapproved at the Board meetings.

2. All new Applications are reviewed at the next regular CCAC meeting and receive one of three possible dispositions immediately following the meeting:

· APPROVED- The Chairperson will sign the Application as approved and a committee person will be assigned as the representative to the applicant. The representative will contact the applicant, monitor progress, and report back at the regular meetings. On completion of the project, the representative and the applicant will review the job with respect to the applicant's approved plan, work out any minor modifications ("red line" the application if necessary), and initial and date the original in the lower left corner. The representative will return the original application (the homeowner is responsible for obtaining a copy if desired) to the committee for filing. If a Howard County Building Permit was required, the homeowner must obtain a reproduction copy complete with all County Inspection Stickers for the representative. The committee will attach the copy of the permit to the original application for filling by the committee.

· RETURNED FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION- a committee person will be assigned as representative to the applicant. If the clarifications needed are minor (committee judgment), the representative may be empowered to revise the application as APPROVED once corrected. Otherwise, the representative will discuss the application with the homeowner and bring the revised application back to the committee at the next regular meeting. All returned applications, 
when revised, will be treated as NEW APPLICATIONS.

· DISAPPROVED- The Chairperson will sign the application as disapproved with reasons. A committee person will be assigned as representative to the applicant. The representative will discuss the application with the homeowner. The applicant has three options at this point: A) modify the application (at which point it becomes a new application), or B) appeal (the appeal process is discussed below), or C) cancel the application.

3. The CCHOA along with the Architectural Committee performs a semi-annual (before spring and after summer) inventory of all properties in the community. Unrecorded changes or noncompliance with standards falling under the CCAC charter will be discussed with homeowners. They will be either resolved (recorded after the fact if the committee so decides) or referred to the Board of directors for Action under the terms of the CCHOA covenants.4.

The CCAC maintains a complete set of records on improvements to Carter's Cove properties. These files are available to homeowners by appointment.

APPEALS, COMPLIANCE, AND ENFORCEMENT

Appeals concerning disapproved applications will be heard by the CCAC and Board of Directors after the homeowner provides a written request for appeal within thirty (30) days of receipt of the decision regarding the Application.

Any covenant violations, whether related to existing or proposed projects, will be reported to the Board of directors for enforcement. Violators will be sent a letter detailing the existing violation and given sixty (60) days in which to correct it. A second letter will be sent via certified mail if the infraction still exists at the time. If the homeowner following the second letter takes no corrective actions, the matter will be referred to the Management Company for appropriate action under the terms of the Covenants. The Board of Directors is permitted a range of legal actions to enforce compliance of the covenants to include causing the correction of violations at the homeowner's expense via liens. 

THIS COULD PREVENT THE SALE OF YOUR HOME!
WHILE IT IS THE CCAC'S POLICY TO WORK WITH HOMEWNERS IN THE SPRIT OF A BETTER COMMUNITY, COOPERATION A TWO-WAY STREET!

ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Approval from the CCAC is required for all outside alterations on a homeowner's house or lot. The following provisions shall apply in conjunction with those set forth in Declaration of Covenant, Easements, Charges, and Liens. Unless otherwise stated, an Application is required for the following:

Antennas and Satellite Dishes

Townhouses/Single Family Units: No transmitting, receiving or other antennas, to include satellite dishes greater than two (2) feet in size will be permitted on any lot.

Satellite dishes must be mounted on the back roof of the home or attached to previously approved decks.

Artificial Grass

Townhouses/Single Family Units: With the exception of small mats, no indoor/outdoor carpeting or artificial grass is permitted where visible from the street or neighbor's view.

Awnings, Trellises, Flower Boxes and Trees

Townhouses/Single Family Units: No Application is required for a small plant trellis or flower boxes located next to the house if it coordinates with the background color. Any variance from this requires an Application including details as to size, materials, location, and color. Awnings shall be located to the rear of house only. Wood or color in earth tones is the preferred materials. No aluminum or fiberglass awnings will be approved. Pip frames must be painted to match trim or primary house color. Frames shall be removed if awnings are removed for storage. Trees are to be trimmed on the owner’s property. Trees should not hang over sidewalks and mailboxes. Tree lines should be no less than (7) seven feet tall.

Bird Baths and Bird Feeders

Townhouses/Single Family Units:  Birdbaths and bird feeders are highly discouraged, but are permitted without an Application, and should be placed to the rear and side yards, where applicable.  Bird feeders are discouraged due to their potential for attracting rodents to the community. (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps. Pools of water are not permitted due to the West Nile Virus.

Trailers, and Other Recreational Vehicles
Townhouses: No boats, 'campers, trailers, or recreational vehicles exceeding twenty (20)

feet in length, or in any state of disrepair, shall be stored on any lot or common area, to include parking area. Any such vehicle must have a current registration (refer to subsection 9.2.1 of the Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens). In view of the limited, desirable parking, please be considerate of other residents when parking vehicles that are not frequently used.

Single Family Units: No boats, campers, trailers, or other recreational vehicles shall be stored on any common area, to include parking areas. Such vehicles, not exceeding twenty (20) feet in length and not in any state of disrepair, shall be stored in the homeowner's driveway or garage only. Any such vehicle must have a current registration (refer to subsection 9.2.1 of the Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens).

Chimneys

Townhouses: Written Application Required. End unit chimneys, not provided by the CC builder, shall be constructed of matching brick, stone masonry, or boxed and covered with siding matching the wall surface to which attached.

Single Family Units: Written approval required: Chimneys not provided by the single family home builder shall be constructed of matching brick, stone masonry, or boxed and covered with siding matching the wall surface to which attached.

Doghouses and Dog Runs

Townhouses/Single Family Units: Doghouses and dog runs are only permitted inside enclosed yards. (Refer to Fences). It is preferred that doghouses be placed on pressure treated posts, concrete pad, or concrete blocks to minimize the potential for harboring rodents. (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps).
Decks/Stairs

DEFINITION

For the purposes of this document, a deck shall be identified as a structure attached to a townhouse or single-family unit with a horizontal load-bearing surface greater than three (3) feet above grade measured at the point of attachment to the house. Building permit requirements should be checked with Howard County Department of Licenses and permits at (410) 313-2455. Initial approval will be grated with inspection permits. However, final approval will not be grated until structure has passed final inspection by a county inspector. If stairs exist or will be added to deck a building permit is required from Howard County Department and permits.

Townhouses: Written Application Required: Decks/Stairs shall be constructed of pressure treated lumber or composite materials (Trex like). All other deck components may be pressure treated lumber, cedar, redwood or other composite wood products (Trex like) as approved by the Architectural committee. Clear sealant is the preferred finish treatment. The Architectural committee permits natural wood stains subject to BEFORE THE FACT approval. Failure to obtain prior approval may result in the complete removal of the structure. Decks shall not be built within one (1) foot of any property line. A deck built on an end unit may extent past the end of the house, but may not extend around a corner toward the front of the house. Railings on the deck shall be a minimum of forty (40) inches in height, measured form the horizontal surface to the top of the railing. Decks may be screed and/or roofed subject to BEFORE THE FACT approval.  As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

Single Family Units: Written Application Required: Decks shall be constructed of pressure-treated lumber. All other deck components may be pressure treated lumber, cedar, redwood or other composite wood products (Trex like) as approved by the Architectural committee. Clear sealant is the preferred finish treatment. Natural wood stains are permitted subject toe BEFORE THE FACT approval by the Architectural Committee. Failure to obtain prior approval may result in the complete removal of the structure. Decks shall not be built within one (1) foot of any property line. No location limits are defined for decks. Railings on the deck shall be a minimum of forty (40) inches in height, measured form the horizontal surface to the top of the railing. Decks may be screened and/or roofed subject to BEFORE THE FACT approval.   As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

NOTE: Howard County Code allows decks to extend no more than eight (8) feet past a Building Restriction Line (B.R.L. - noted on the plat drawing of a homeowner's property). Howard County Code requires a building permit for all decks above three (3) feet. (Structures three (3) feet and less are considered patios.

Patios
DEFINITION

For the purposes of this document, a patio shall be identified as a structure attached to or detached from a townhouse or single family unit with a horizontal load bearing surfaces at grade of less than or equal to three (3) feet above grade measured at the point of attachment to the house if attached. Building permit requirements should be checked with Howard County Departments of Licenses and permits (410) 313-2455.

Townhouses: Written Application Required: Patios may be located at the rear or front of the house and within the property lines (subject to B.R.L. restrictions). Patios shall be constructed of stone, masonry, concrete, pressure-treated lumber, or composite materials (Trex like). It is preferred that wooden and composite patios be elevated above the ground such that there is ample clearance between the bottom of the patio and the ground to minimize/prevent the harboring of rodents. (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps). The preferred finish for wood patios is clear sealant; however, natural wood stains are permitted with BEFORE THE FACT approval. Railings on the patio, if installed shall be a minimum of forty (40) inches in height, measured from the horizontal surface to the top of the railing. Patios may be screened and/or roofed subject to BEFORE THE FACT approval.  As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

Single Family Units: Written Application Required: Patios shall be located within the property lines. No location limits are defined for patios. Patios shall be constructed of stone, masonry, concrete, pressure treated lumber, or composite (Trex like). It is preferred that wooden patios be elevated above the ground such that there is ample clearance between the bottom of the patio and the ground to minimize/prevent the harboring of rodents. (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps). The preferred finishes for wood patios are clear sealant; however, natural wood stains are permitted with BEFORE THE FACT approval. Railings on the patio, if installed, shall be a minimum of forty (40) inches in height, measured from the horizontal surface to the top of the railing. Patios may be screened and/or roofed subject to BEFORE THE FACT approval.  As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

Note: Howard County generally does not require a building permit for patios, but there are exceptions, regarding concrete patios especially, the homeowner should pay special attention to Building Restriction Lines (B.R.L. - noted on the plat of the homeowner's property). If in doubt, consult with the Howard County Office.

Fences

Townhouses: Written Approval Required: fences shall be constructed of pressure treated lumber, composite materials (Trex like), or white vinyl, be of board-on board (alternate board) style, and may not exceed six (6) feet in height. Posts must be capped with metal covers. With a "block" of townhouses, fences should align at the rear, consistent with property boundaries. For end units, a fence may extend along the side of a house, but not past the mid-point of the house. Fences shall follow side and rear property lines and lie within these boundaries. Gates should be standard three (3) foot gates constructed of like pattern to surrounding fence.  As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

Single Family Units: Written Approval Required: Fences shall be constructed of pressure-treated lumber, composite materials (Trex like), or white vinyl. Fences may be of board (alternate board), post-and -rail, or picket style and may not exceed six (6) feet in height. Posts may be capped with metal covers. Fences shall follow side and rear property lines and lie within these boundaries.  As new materials and products become available, the Committee will consider alternative materials.

Note: Howard County Code does not require a building permit for fences six (6) feet or less in height except in certain very specific instances where Building Restriction Lines (B.R.L. - noted on the plat map of a homeowner's property) are crossed. If in doubt, consult the County Office. Howard County Code, and the Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens specifically prohibit fences of any height in front yards. The provisions of this standards statement specifically accept those safety fences installed by the builder in or adjacent to common areas, independent of style or materials.

Siding, Gutters, Downspouts

Townhouses/Single Family Units: No Application is required to replace existing siding, shutters, gutters or downspouts in like styles and color to those supplied by the builder. An Application is required if there is a proposed change in design, color or location for siding, shutters, gutters or downspouts.

Landscaping, Gardens

Townhouses/Single Family Units: Except for annual bedding and vegetable plants, a general landscaping plan shall be submitted for approval. Specific applications are required for:

1. Removal of any tree, alive or presumed dead, whose trunk measures three (3)

inches or more in diameter at a point two (2) feet above the ground.

2. Any plants used as a hedge or windbreak for purposes of screening.

3. Landscaping which changes the slope of the land.

4. Rock gardens.

Lawns shall be kept at a height of four (4) inches or less. (Refer to subsection 905 of the Declaration of Covenants, Easements, Charges, and Liens.)

Lighting (Exterior)

Town houses: Written Application Required: Security lights are permitted provided they do not cause objectionable glare to neighbors and drivers. Styles of outdoor security lighting shall coordinate with the general appearance of the community.

Single Family Units: Written Application Required: Lamp posts and security lights are permitted provided they do not cause objectionable glare to neighbors and drivers. Styles of outdoor lighting shall coordinate with the general appearance of the community.

Note: When submitting an Application for exterior lighting, homeowners are requested to discuss plans with any neighbors likely to be affected by the planned lighting and include their approval with the application.

Painting (Exterior)

The following is the approved list of updated colors for the community.  These colors are a       replacement of the original colors.  Any resident seeking to repaint must chose from the listed colors and may not select the original community colors.  As with all architectural improvements, an application to paint must be submitted to the HOA for approval.  

In an attempt to assist residents in selecting new home colors, paint colors have been divided into sections according to the color of the siding or brick.  In addition, coordinating colors have been selected to allow residents to keep with current home design trends. 

Color names have been selected from the Home Depot Behr collection.  Residents may have a color match created at another paint store. 

	Behr Pain from Home Depot

	Color
	Color Number

	Cinnamon Cherry (reddish)
	S-H-140

	Night Tide (dark blue)
	ECC-30-3d

	Dark Sea (grey blue)
	ECC- 33-3d

	Bay View (blue)
	ECC-22-2p

	Rain Shadow (grey)
	ECC-22-3a

	Dark Ash (gray)
	770F-5a

	Canyon View (tan)
	ECC-20-1p

	Ranch Acres (yellowish)
	ECC-20-2u

	Hickory Grove (brown)
	ECC-20-3d

	Whispering Oaks (green)
	ECC-11-3d

	Lost Summit (tan)
	ECC-15-1a

	Jet Black (black)
	ECC-10-2d

	Ice Tundra (white)
	ECC-38-2u


	House Color
	Door Color
	Shutter/ Trim  Color
	 

	Grey
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	 
	Dark Sea
	Dark Sea
	 

	 
	Night Tide
	Night Tide
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Ice Tundra
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Night Tide/Dark Sea
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Dark Ash
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Jet Black
	 

	 
	Dark Sea/Night Tide
	Dark Ash
	 

	 
	Night Tide
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	Yellow
	Hickory Grove
	Hickory Grove
	 

	 
	Rain Shadow
	Rain Shadow
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	 
	Hickory Grove
	Whispering Oaks
	 

	 
	Hickory Grove
	Canyon View
	 

	 
	Rain Shadow
	Bay View
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Lost  Summit
	 

	Tan
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	 
	Night Tide
	Night Tide
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Whispering Oaks
	 

	 
	Night Tide
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	 
	Ranch Acres
	Ranch Acres
	 

	 
	Hickory Grove
	Hickory Grove
	 

	 
	Ranch Acres
	Hickory Grove
	 

	 
	Hickory Grove
	Ranch Acres
	 

	Brick
	Jet Black
	Jet Black
	 

	 
	Ranch Acres
	Ranch Acres
	 

	 
	Bay View
	Bay View
	 

	 
	Night Tide
	Night Tide
	 

	 
	Whispering Oaks
	Whispering Oaks
	 

	 
	Cinnamon Cherry
	Cinnamon Cherry
	 

	 
	Rain Shadow
	Rain Shadow
	 


Note: Written Application required: Changes in color schemes will be accepted and reviewed on a case-by-case base. The Architectural Committee will review such applications taking into account the general theme and harmony of all homes in the CC development.

Front, Storm and Screen Doors and Windows

Townhouses/Single Family Units: Front, storm and screen doors shall coordinate with existing house colors and fit the existing doom fame. In addition to the existing house color, front, storm, and screen doors may also be white or black.  External security bars or gates are permitted on basement windows only. Such security devices shall be as unobtrusive as possible while providing the desired degree of entry protection.

Parking

Townhouses: Each townhouse unit is assigned one (1) RESERVED parking space.

Spaces are marked with RESERVED Lot #. See the parking assignment plat on page 18. Practice common courtesy to your neighbors by parking your extra vehicles, boats, campers, etc in the non-marked spaces away from heavily congested areas. Guests should be asked to park in non-marked spaces also. When parking parallel it is common practice to park parallel to and within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of the roadway. NO MORE THAN 3 CARS PER HOME MAX, INCLUDING TRAILERS. 

Single Family Units: Single family homes have private roads to utilize and should use their own driveways and garages instead of the association parking pads since they are often in short supply. When parking parallel it is common practice to park parallel to and within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of the roadway.

Note: Carter's Cove diagram 1.1.

Play Equipment

Townhouses/Single Family Units: Play equipment shall be constructed of heavy-duty plastic, metal, or pressure-treated lumber and must be stored to the rear of the house. Clear sealant is the only acceptable finish for wooden play equipment. Metal play equipment must be maintained rust-free.

Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps

The following is provided to keep our neighborhood fee of rodent problems. If you have any questions, call (410) 313-2642, or an Architectural Committee member. If a rodent problem should ever arise, enforcement will be handled by the Howard County Health Department. Failure to comply with efforts to eliminate the problem may result in fines assessed by the Howard County Health Department to the person or persons owning or renting the property on which the infestation exits.

Townhouses and Single Family Units: Inspect your property. Rodents tend to burrow against solid objects (i.e. foundations, dog houses, storage sheds, wood piles, etc.). The following prevention and control measures are provided:

1. All trash must be stored in heavyweight plastic or aluminum trashcans with lids. 

2. Woodpiles must be elevated to a minimum of six (6) inches above ground level.

3. Shrubs and hedges must be trimmed to provide a three (3) inch clearance above the ground to better detect rodent infestation.

4. Keep bird feed off the ground. Use a catch tray to help keep the feed off the ground or               

discontinue feeding the birds until the infestation is abated. Birdseeds can attract rodents and can offer them a continuous supply of food.

5. If pets are kept outside: remove all excess food daily - do not leave a continuous supply of food for your pet because this also can leave a continuous supply of food for the rodents.

6. Clean UP dog! Waste daily, yes, rodents will also feed on this. 

7. Remove all debris (i.e., lumber, tires, excess building supplies, boxes, etc.) from your yard or deck. These can provide wonderful homes to the rodents.  Also promptly remove any debris or trash that may have blown onto or have been dropped on your property.

8. If there is a separation between your concrete porch/walk and the ground, this is a perfect burrow for the rodents. Take the following action:

a. Use single feed, rodent bait preferably one that is environmentally safe

1. (Do not remove from the wrapping).

b. Push bait packs under area with a stick and seal with cement/secrete.

Signs

Townhouses/ Single Family Units: No Application is required for temporary display of these two permissible signs: FOR SALE and FOR RENT. Approved signs may not exceed six (6) square feet in area nor be displayed above a height of five (5) feet. No sign may be permanently displayed.

Snow/Ice Removal

Townhouses/Single Family Units:  It is the responsibility the homeowner to clear their own sidewalk on their property, the sidewalk in front of their property, and stoop within 24 hours of a snow/ice event. When it does snow more than (3) inches the ground control keepers will clear all common grounds, sidewalks and streets.  When using ice melting products the homeowner should only use ice removal products that are safe on concrete these products include, Green Fire Pellet Ice Melt, Spray Away Aerosol Ice Melt. 
Storage Sheds

Townhouses: Written Application Required: Storage sheds shall be constructed of metal, hard plastic or pressure-treated lumber and located to the rear of the house. Shed shall be securely anchored to the ground and shall not exceed sixty-four (64) square feet in area or eight (8) feet in height from the top of the floor. It is preferred that the foundation of the shed be concrete pad or be constructed with pressure treated wood posts. The post will be used to elevate the shed above the ground in a manner to reduce the potential for harboring rodents (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps). The post would also be used to anchor the shed to the ground. Sheds built in areas where the ground slopes enough to have at least one side with a minimum of 18 inches clearance above the ground will reduce the potential for harboring rodents. The 18 inches is measured from the bottom of the frame that supports the shed and its floor and to the ground directly below. Wooden storage sheds may be finished with clear sealant or painted to match the color of the house. Metal storage sheds shall be painted to coordinate with house colors.

Single Family Units: Written Application Required: Storage sheds shall be constructed of metal or pressure-treated lumber and located to the rear of the house. Shed shall be securely anchored to the ground and shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area or eight (8) feet in height from the top of the floor. It is preferred that the foundation of the shed be concrete pad or be constructed with pressure treated wood posts. The post will be used to elevate the shed above the ground in a manner to reduce the potential for harboring rodents (Refer to Rodent Infestation Prevention Steps). The post would also be used to anchor the shed to the ground. Sheds built in areas where the ground slopes enough to have at least one side with a minimum of 18 inches clearance above the ground will reduce the potential for harboring rodents. The 18 inches is measured form the bottom of the frame that supports the shed and its floor and to the ground directly below. Wooden storage sheds may be finished with clear sealant or painted to match the color of the house. Metal storage sheds shall be painted to coordinate with house colors.

Walls

Townhouses /Single Family Units:  An application is required for retaining walls, whether with a patio or not, including garden bed borders. Walls shall be constructed of pressure-treated lumber or masonry and shall not exceed three (3) feet in height. Walls exceeding three (3) feet in height require written approval. The only acceptable finish for walls is clear sealant, no color stains or paints are permitted.

NOTE: Howard County code generally does not require a building permit for retaining walls three feet or less in height, but there are exceptions. Regarding masonry walls especially, the homeowner should pay special attention to Building Restriction Lines (B.R.L. - noted on the plat of the homeowner's property.) If in doubt, consult with the County Office. Most retaining walls should have adequate drainage in the load bearing face. All the provisions of these Standard statements specifically accept those retaining walls installed by the builder, independent of style or materials. Provide copy of permit application.

AN INVITATION FROM THE CCAC

While not professionals, the CCAC members are ready to help you in planning your improvement and in the application process. We see many submissions in the course of normal business and talk with many homeowners doing the fine work throughout the community. Feel free to call upon us any time.

The CCAC is always on the lookout for new members. There are plenty of work, special skills and equipment needed to help keep our community looking great. COME JOIN US!!
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