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  Hello and Happy Holidays from your Home Owners Association!  Allow me to introduce myself, my name is Erin Hromada and I have recently been elected president of the HOA at the October Annual Meeting.  After another year of great service as president of the HOA, Tonya Taylor has completed her term as President but thankfully remains on the board to help provide guidance.   

  To help you become familiar with me and my family, my husband and I purchased a town house on Hidden Cove in the summer of 2004.  Two years later, we welcomed the birth of our son.  I became a board member in 2005 and have enjoyed helping our community over the past two years.

  If you missed the October annual meeting, you missed the recap of projects and activities of the board has completed this year.  (1). Our largest project to date, the repaving of the parking pads was completed in the spring.  (2). In May, we had our 3rd annual community picnic.  (3). Over the summer, two new street lights were added to improve night time lighting and visibility.  (4). A new community listserv was created, please read the article on communication to find out how to join.   (5). Lastly, we revised the 20 year old Architectural Guidelines for the community.  This includes the revision of paint colors and the addition of new decking and fencing materials.  The revised guidelines can be found on the community Website, www.carterscove.info.  
  With the New Year fast approaching, please think about attending the monthly community meetings.  You can help plan projects and events to improve the community.  If you have an idea, we are open to it!

  On a final note, I would like to welcome new board member Irfan Qayyum and our new property manager representative, Amanda Ruderman from Howard Property Management.  

Snow in The Forecast?
  As the warm weather slowly comes to an end and “Old Man Winter” makes its way in for his yearly visit, we must be mindful to keep our sidewalks clear and safe.  Due to the rising cost of snow removal, Columbia Grounds will no longer be clearing the sidewalks in front of individual homes.  But, according to the Howard County Code, Section 18.402(h), “It is the duty and obligation of the owner of property abutting a sidewalk in public right-of-way to remove snow from the sidewalk within 48 hours after the snow has fallen.”  
  Although your Association and the County maintain the sidewalk in front of a residence, it is the homeowner’s (and therefore the resident’s) responsibility to keep it clear and safe for public passage.  
  Please remember not to use salt products on the concrete after snow removal as this will damage the concrete.  Salt products are those that contain Sodium Chloride, Calcium Chloride, or Potassium Chloride.  Also, products containing Uric Acid should never be used because of the harm it does to our grass and to the Bay.  Sand and cat litter are excellent alternatives and will not harm the concrete.  Products containing Magnesium Acetate or Magnesium Chloride are also safe and recommended for use.  
  Please be considerate and lend a helping hand to neighbors who may be physically unable to remove the snow in front of their residence.   If you are willing to help remove snow for seniors or physically disabled residents in the community who need help, please call Senior Information and Assistance at 410-303-7212 to volunteer for the “Snow Help” program.  
  Remember, this is your community.  Take pride in keeping it clean and keeping it safe.   
Winterizing your pipes
  Frozen water pipes are no fun when they thaw.  Ceilings and floors can be ruined by water damage, not to mention loss to precious possessions.  Make sure that you winterize your outside water faucets before the weather freezes.

  Close the cut-off valve on the supply line to all outside faucets from inside the house.  Go outside and open the spigots.  Go back inside and use pliers to open the small bleeder valve on the cut-off valve.  This allows air into the line to drain residual water.

     Keep the Community Safe
  With the holidays approaching, some of your neighbors may be traveling to visit friends and family.  If you see something suspicious, call 911 or call the Howard County Police non-emergency line, 410-313-2200.  Even if it is a group of kids acting inappropriately, the Police are always willing to drive through the neighborhood.  You can remain anonymous.     
Stay Informed on Community Issues
  Carters Cove has started a new email list to keep
people informed within our community. Get the latest information on community activities, news, and information. There are two ways to join the list:
 
1) If you are a member of Yahoo log in and go to:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/carterscove and click on
“Join this group”. Follow the instructions that
appear on the screen. 
2) Send an email to:
carterscove-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
 
Make sure you include your real name and your house number in the e-mail so we can verify that you are really a member of the community and not someone joining to send out spam. 
This list is open to all owners and renters of
Carter’s Cove houses and townhouses. If you are worried about large amounts of spam or advertisements, don’t worry. Any subscribed members can send messages to the group but only certain board members will be allowed to send messages without moderator approval. A full list of information and rules pertaining to the list will be sent to you when you join the group.  If you have any questions feel free to send an   e-mail to carterscove-owner@yahoogroups.com
Mind the Children And each other
    With the days getting shorter, it is getting dark earlier.  Please watch the kids playing in the community.  Take the time to slow down when entering and exiting the community as well as at the Oakland Mills crosswalk.

    Also, parents please mind your children.  Glass bottles have been broken in the street and trash has been left behind where the kids play.  Teach your children not to be litter bugs and to take pride in the neighborhood.  
Tired of the Baltimore Examiner?
    To stop delivery of the Baltimore Examiner that has been littering our neighborhood, please call 410-878-6188 and ask them to stop delivering the paper.
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Trash and Recycle Pick-Ups

1.      1.  Trashcans and recycling should not be placed at the curb before 6:00 p.m. the night before scheduled pick up and must be brought back from the curb by 6:00 p.m. the day of pick up.  If you missed the pick up, do not let it sit there until next week.

2.    2.  Speaking of trash, please take a few moments to pick up any trash that has blown onto the front or back of your property.  It has been rather windy and the neighborhood has collected quite a bit of trash.  Please take a moment to help keep our community clean! 

      3. Please be kind to your neighbors and always remember to pick up after your dog, especially from the sidewalks where children play and people walk!
Calendar of Events

January 17, 2007  HOA meeting

Guilford Elementary School Music Room

American Music Theatre 
American Music Theatre's Christmas Show is hailed as one of the best performances for Christmas celebrations for all ages. Includes Christmas songs, orchestra, appearance of santa, etc....
Starts November 1st till December 30th.
For Information: Call 800.648.4102 or visit their website www.AMTshows.com,  Location: 2425 Lincoln Hwy East, Lancaster, PA 17602
Winterfest of Lights

Head down the Ocean City for a train ride through illuminated Northside Park.
This event ends January 1st.
For information call : 410-250-0125 or visit their website at http://www.ococean.com 
Location: Northside Park - 200 125th St. - Ocean City
Symphony of Lights
Nov. 19th through Jan. 5th
Open 7 days a week including holidays from 6 to 10PM; Symphony Woods at Merriweather Post Pavilion, Columbia; Entry is on Broken Land Parkway. Benefits Howard County General Hospital's Maternal Child Services. " Walk Thrus" available for gruops of 50 or more 4:30 to 5:45PM each day of the display. 410-740-7570; www.hcgh.org
Howard County Library 

Free Family Activities occur daily at Howard County Central Library Branch and the other library branches.  Visit the libraries Web site for more information:  http://www.hclibrary.org/events/

The United States Botanical Gardens 
The holiday light display at the United States Botanical Gardens is a free annual event at the in Washington, D.C.  The U.S. Botanic Garden's ever-popular holiday exhibit, 'A Midnight Clear,' opens on November 22 and will remain on display through January 6, 2008. The Conservatory will have extended evening hours until 8 p.m. on selected Tuesday and Thursday evenings: December 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, and 27. Live musical performances will be featured in the Garden Court on the evenings of December 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, and 27. No reservations are needed for these free performances. http://www.usbg.gov
	Never-Fail-Fudge Recipe 

	 

	2 1/2 c. sugar 

3/4 tsp. salt 

1/2 stick butter or margarine 

1 5.33 oz. can evaporated milk (3/4 c.) 

1 Jar (7 1/2oz) Marshmallow Fluff 

3/4 tsp. vanilla 

1 12-oz. package semisweet-chocolate pieces 

1 /2 c. chopped walnuts 



	Grease a 9-inch square baking pan; set aside. In large saucepan combine first 5 ingredients. Stir over low heat until blended. Heat to a full-rolling boil being careful not to mistake escaping air bubbles for boiling. Boil slowly, stirring constantly, 5 minutes. Remove from heat, stir in vanilla and chocolate until chocolate is melted. Add nuts. Turn into greased pan and cool. Makes 2 1/2 pounds.


Do you have a recipe or idea to share with the community?  Please submit it to the board at www.carterscove.info 
Board Members

President
Erin Hromada
Vice President
Darren Hogan 
Treasurer
vacant

Secretary
Kim Soltysiak
Member at Large
Donnell Miller
Member at Large
Irfan Qayyum
Member at Large
Tonya Taylor
Our Property Management Company 

Howard Property Management, Inc. 
Amanda Ruderman 

410-313-8608 (office)
410-313-8634 (fax)
This is your community newsletter and your comments and articles are welcomed. Send your material to this newsletter care of the Howard Property Company or email the board at: http://www.carterscove.info/site/ContactUs/tabid/171/Default.aspx 
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