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by Carl M. Adolph

  Hello neighbors!  I hope everyone has been thankful for the very mild winter we’ve had so far this year.  We escaped this season with only one major snowfall!  Maybe I better not speak too soon, we never know what March is going to bring.  I’m hoping spring and the warming of the weather will start as scheduled on March 20th.  Let’s hope that Mr. Phil’s prediction (that’s Punxsutawney Phil) of six more weeks of mild winter weather will be just about over! 

  Did you know our community is now 20 years old?  Did you also know the value of the homes in the community has almost tripled?  With keeping that in mind, your HOA has been hard at work this winter planning projects to help improve the community even more.  New message boards have been installed near all of the community mailboxes to help keep everyone better informed of important community issues and events.  We are currently reviewing and updating the Architectural Guidelines in order to allow our homeowners a little more flexibility when doing repairs or home improvement projects.  

  We are also hoping to resolve an issue that has been long standing in the community.  The nuisance of the fruit bearing trees on common area property that have been playing havoc on our residents, their cars, and our sidewalks for years!  We are hoping this will be happy music to the ears of many residents. 

[image: image7.wmf] The neighborhood watch program will starts its third year of patrolling this spring and we are looking for as many volunteers as possible.  Last year there were a number of neighbors who graciously volunteered their time, but we still need more.  Although we did have some crazy bouts with vandalism during the summer and fall, it did not deter us from trying to keep our community safe.  Hopefully we can encourage others to volunteer their time. Keep an eye on the message boards for notices about the program.  Volunteers can contact the property management company or email the Board thru the community website at www.carterscove.com.  You must register with the site if it’s your first visit, but registration is quick and most importantly, free.  

  Looking forward to seeing everyone out and about this spring!

Dumpster Time:  

April 22nd & 23rd  
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 The Board has arranged for Howard County to provide dumpsters to the Carter’s Cove community the weekend of April 22nd and 23rd.  This is a free service provided by the County.  However, the clean up after the dumpsters are removed is an expense that the Association incurs.

  When residents pile items way above the top of the dumpster, or leave items next to the dumpster, the Carter’s Cove Association must pay a contractor clean-up fees.  Please be sure all items are placed IN the dumpster!

  There will be one dumpster on Hidden Cove and two dumpsters on Pirates Cove.  

  Please advise your children not to play in or around the dumpsters.  
  Dumpster diving is not a sport.

Lawn Mowing Season

  The growing season is fast approaching and soon you will hear the lawn mowers buzzing in the community.  

  A new lawn company, MainScapes, has been contracted by the Board for the Community.  

  If you notice the lawn crew missing any common area grounds, please advise the Property Manager.  The earlier in the season that issues are dealt with, the smoother the rest of the mowing season should go.

Tree Replacement 

  The community was originally planned with a tree planted in each front yard.  Some have been removed because of storm damage or because they just grew too big for the front yard.

  If you are considering removing the existing tree due to size or root problems, please consider one of these recommended trees for planting in townhouse communities.

  For sunny areas:

· Rutgers Hybrid Dogwood

· Yellow Wood

· Winter King Hawthorn

  For shady areas:

· American Hornbeam

· Trident Maple

· Magnolia Galaxy
 If you have a stump in your front yard, it needs to be removed.
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Yard Waste
  Howard County will begin the curb side pick up of yard waste starting April 1st.

  Be sure to bag your yard waste (leaves and grass clippings) and place at the curb on recycle day (Wednesday) before 6:00 a.m.  There are different trucks that pick up yard waste and other recycle items.

  Keep in mind that pizza boxes are not to be recycled.  Since food has come in contact with the cardboard, it is considered trash.

Take Note of Trash Holidays

  Trash collections are not made on the following six (6) holidays:

New Year's Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day 

  If your regular trash collection day falls on one of the holidays listed above, collections will be made on the following day, except when a holiday falls on Saturday, collections will be made the following Monday.  If your recycle collection day falls on one of the holidays listed, collections will be made the next week.

Trash Can Storage
  The Association’s Declaration of Covenants state that trash containers shall be stored so that they are not visible from the street.

  This means that your trash cans should be stored in the rear of your home until placed at the curb for collection day.  However, if you have shrubs near the front door that hide the trashcan behind them, this will be considered acceptable by the Architectural Committee.
  Please place your trash or recycle items for pick up on the curb, not in the street.  Do not place these items in someone else’s parking space.
Monthly Payments
  South Data has just recently mailed NEW coupon booklets to all owners.  They neglected to change the address on the front cover from the “old” PO Box (6429) to the new the PO Box 1710.
  Please throw the old booklets away.  

  Most importantly, if you make your payment with an online bill paying service, you must change the mailing address for Carter’s Cove to PO Box 1710, Ellicott City, MD 21041-1710.  Otherwise, your payment will be returned to you because the Post Office is no longer forwarding mail (the one year forwarding order has expired).
Lights on for Safety

[image: image8.wmf]  Lights are important at night in a community.  In addition to the obvious benefit of being able to see where you are walking, lights offer protection against vandalism. Street lights just aren’t spaced close enough together to do this job. 

Thinking of Selling

Your Home? 

  When you are ready to sell your home, you need to contact the Property Manager for an exterior inspection to certify compliance and get a complete copy of the Association Legal Documents to provide to the potential purchaser.  

Want to Make Exterior Changes?
[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]  Remember that all architectural improvements or changes must be approved by the Carter’s Cove Architectural Committee.  This includes decks, patios, and any other exterior changes. 

  Contact the Property Manager and request a copy of the Exterior Alteration Application form.  Complete the form and return for Committee review.

((((
Annual Home Inspections
  As the Carter’s Cove community ages, all of our properties need a little extra TLC.
  To help identify specifically what needs attention on each property, the Property Manager will be inspecting the exterior of each house in the beginning of May and noting general maintenance items that need attention.

  Some of the items that will be inspected include: condition of plantings, outside storage, sidewalks, stoops, windows, screens, roof, siding, fences, trim, decks, and foundation.

  When the entire process is completed, owners will receive an inspection letter noting the items identified on each property that need attention.  If your house is in compliance, you will not receive any communication.  If a specific item needs attention, it will be noted on the letter and a time frame for the required maintenance items to be fixed will be clearly indicated.  

  The Property Manager will then re-inspect the property after that time to see that it is in compliance.  

  This is an annual process, designed to keep all houses in Carter’s Cove in good repair and property values up.

  Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention to the curb appeal of your home.
Tips on How to Be a Responsible Pet Owner
Have your dog or cat registered with Howard County.  
Licenses are required for all cats and dogs over the age of four months living in the county. You may purchase a license at the Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits (410-313-2455). The proper fee, a current rabies certificate and proof of neutering, if applicable, are required.

 

Clean up after your pet.
Pet owners are responsible for immediately removing excrement deposited by their pets on property that is not their own and disposing of it in a sanitary manner. Pet owners are also required to remove an accumulation of pet waste from their own property to prevent annoying odors. The Animal Control Division (410-313-2780) can furnish further information.

 

All pets (dogs and cats) must be on leashes at all times.
When domestic animals are not confined on their owner's property, the county requires that they be on a leash or properly restrained and under the direct control of a responsible person. Call Animal Control (410-313-2780) for details.

 

Keep your cat an indoor cat.
When cats are allowed to roam neighborhoods there is a greater chance they will get injured or killed by a car or be involved in an accident.  They also run the risk of catching a disease from a wild animal.  

 

Keep up to date on vaccinations and vet visits.
Keep you and your animal healthy by making sure your pet is up to date on rabies and other essential shots and medications.  The Health Department (410-313-6300) offers reduced cost rabies vaccination clinics at various locations each spring.

Wrought Iron Railings
  Many homes in the Community have wrought iron railings that were installed by the developer to help navigate when using the steps for entering your property.

  As with many exterior items on homes, these are starting to show wear.  If the railings are beside the private walkway to enter your house – they are considered your private property and your obligation to maintain.

  Take the time to test each railing.  Is it secured, or does it easily move back and forth?  Would it support you if you fell and grabbed it, or would it come out of the concrete?

  In the fall, the Association had to have the railing replaced off of Pirates Cove for the access to Oakland Mills Road.  Finding a local contractor was difficult.

  If your railing needs to be replaced or repaired please contact the contractor that the Association used for repairs.

RFW Welding
10550 Stull Road

Frederick, MD 21702

Office: 301-898-5921

Cell:  301-898-5910

Owner:  Robert Woods

Communications

  For more frequent Association information you can visit your community website at www.CartersCove.info
  The seventh message board has been ordered and will be installed on Hidden Cove near the single family homes’ cluster mailbox as soon as it is received.
Contact the Property Manager
  Do you have a concern about the community?  Please contact the Property Manager, Susan Poole, at the office, by phone or email.  Every effort will be made to address your concern or forward it to the Board for consideration.

  Please note that any owner that registers a complaint or concern is assured of anonymity.

Mark Your Calendars:

Future Board Meeting Dates:

March 16, 2006
April 20, 2006

May 25, 2006

Guilford Elem. School – Music Room
7:00 p.m.

Residents are welcome to attend.

Take Note of Helpful Telephone Numbers

Howard County Police Department:

Emergency                          911

Non-emergency           410-313-2200

Southern District 
        410-313-3700  

Drug Tip Line             410-290-DRUG

Vice & Narcotics          410-313-7550

Other Numbers:

Animal Control             410-313-2780

License & Permits        410-313-2455

Trash & Recycle           410-313-6444

Water & Sewer
        410-313-4900
Carter’s Cove HOA 

PO Box 1710
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1710
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Susan Poole

410-313-8608
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Get Rid of Your
Stuff at Our

Community Clean-Up!
You may bring:


Furniture


Appliances


Carpets and Padding


Equipment, Tools


Playground Equipment


Mattresses


Bicycles


Shelving

Residents, Please Remember

Our community will be legally and financially responsible for any unacceptable items found inside the container and for any items left outside the container.

Load items so that the container’s door can easily be closed


This clean-up event was organized for our community only

Sorry, we can’t accept the following:


Household trash


Household chemicals or cleaners


Liquids or oils of any kind


Propane or compressed gas tanks


Refrigerators, freezers or air conditioners


Medical waste


Paint or paint cans


Asbestos


Tires


Poisons, caustics, acids or solvents


Ammunition, explosives or firearms


Drum containers, fuel or oil tanks


Creosoted timber


Coals or ashes


Batteries of any kind


Soil, rocks or boulders


Remodeling or construction waste

Recyclables – newspapers, bottles, cans, yard waste or any items normally collected on recycling day


Building materials
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