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by Carl M. Adolph

  Greetings fellow residents!  On behalf of the Carter’s Cove Homeowners Association, I would like to thank everyone who came out for the community Meet and Greet on Saturday May 21st.   It was a beautiful day and everyone who attended feasted until their hearts were content on hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie trays, and an assortment of snacks and beverages.  
  The biggest hit of the day by far was the moon bounce, which was supplied to entertain our younger residents.  The children really had a great time interacting with one another and bouncing the day away.  We even had some brave adults take a turn or two at letting their “little kid inside” escape for a bit.  It was a great time for all and again, I’d like to thank everyone who volunteered to help make the day a success.

  The Board has planned a new look for the community.  We have ordered message boards that will be installed near each of the mailboxes in the community.  These message boards will be used to post important community information including monthly homeowners meetings, upcoming events, helpful contact numbers, and residents will be allowed to advertise personal services such as babysitting, lawn care, or snow removal.  So be on the look out for the message boards this summer as your HOA hopes to create a more efficient way to communicate with all our residents.

  Can we talk dumpsters?  Wow, many residents have expressed how great they think the idea of the association providing dumpsters to the community during the year. In the past we have provided dumpsters in the spring and fall to give residents a chance to throw away those items they could not usually discard on regular trash days.  
  As much as we would like to continue to provide this service, the clean up is starting to become a financial burden to the association and a nightmare to our Property Manager.  Unfortunately the last time we ordered dumpsters, we were given a smaller size than usual.  This caused a major problem from the start.  The dumpsters were dropped off on a Friday night and basically filled before Saturday afternoon. Unfortunately once they were filled, residents continued to pile on the debris.  By the time they were to be picked up on Monday, they were overflowing beyond belief.  At this point the Property Manager had to have the excess debris hauled away and arrange for the dumpsters to be removed immediately for fear they would be overflowing again.  Needless to say, this caused the association a rather large unanticipated expense.

[image: image7.wmf]  It’s great to see everyone taking advantage of the service, but we must be mindful not to over fill the dumpsters.  The Board has devised a plan to supply an extra dumpster in the fall and the Property Management Company will make sure the correct size dumpsters are delivered.  Hopefully, this will help alleviate the overflow problem, thus preventing the extra expense for clean up.        Not only must we be mindful of not overflowing, but also we should try to take apart or breakdown larger pieces such as desks or cabinets into smaller pieces before discarding them in the dumpsters.  The Board is trying very hard to continue this yearly service to the community, but we cannot continue to have the overwhelming expense for the extra clean up.  I am confident we can all work together to continue this valued service to our community.         
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Mosquitoes and standing water

  Everyone is encouraged to look around their property and make sure that there are no items sitting around collecting rain water.  

  Standing water creates an unhealthy environment for mosquitoes to breed and potentially spread disease.  

  Empty the kiddy wading pool in the evenings, turn empty flower pots and buckets over, and make sure you have lids on your trash cans.
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  There have been many reports of rats scurrying around the community.  The County Health Department has been notified and they forwarded the following information for residents to follow:

  Seal all openings larger than ½ inch, including doors, windows and foundations.  Metal collars, shields, hardware cloth and masonry may be used to reduce opening size.
  Remove all sources of food, water and shelter.  

· Use metal garbage cans

· Keep tight fitting lids on trashcans

· Remove left over dog and/or cat food after each feeding

· Remove dog or cat manure daily, since this is a food source

· Keep bird feed off the ground – provide a catch tray or cease feeding the birds

· Mow down tall weeds and grass

· Stack lumber or building materials at least 18 inches off the ground

· Use only grass, flower cuttings and leaves in compost piles.  Leave out food scraps, trash or garbage.

· Vegetable gardens:  stake or tie up as many plants as possible.  When left to grow on the ground these plants provide harborage for rats.
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Tree trimming 

  Recently, a Carter’s Cove resident trimmed their private area trees and dumped the limbs and branches on the common area along Oakland Mills Road.  The clean up of these large limbs had to be paid by the Association.

  Howard County will pick up yard waste and limbs left at the curb on Wednesday, the regular recycle day.  Limbs and branches must be less than 4 inches in diameter and no more than 4 feet in length.    

  You can bag grass, weeds and leaves and bundle those twigs for the recycling crew to remove from the curb. 

  If you have items that are too big for the curb side pick up, please make arrangements to take them to the Alpha Ridge Landfill.  Howard County residents must show proof of residency such as a driver’s license or vehicle registration.  A landfill permit can be purchased from the gate attendant for $12.00.  
Tree Replacement 

  The community was originally planned with a tree planted in each front yard.  Some have been removed because of storm damage or because they just grew too big for the front yard.

  If you are considering removing the existing tree due to size or root problems, please consider one of these recommended trees for planting in townhouse communities.

  For sunny areas:

· Rutgers Hybrid Dogwood

· Yellow Wood

· Winter King Hawthorn

  For shady areas:

· American Hornbeam

· Trident Maple

· Magnolia Galaxy

  If you have a stump in your front yard, it needs to be removed.
Annual Inspection Time

  The Board has contracted with the Property Manager to perform the Annual Inspection on each home in the community.  

  These inspections will be done in June.  Please utilize this time to clean up the exterior of your home and remove any unwanted debris.

Communications 

  For more frequent Association information you can visit your community website at www.CartersCove.info
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Stray Pets
  Remember, that NO PETS ARE LEGALLY ALLOWED TO ROAM FREE.  This includes cats as well as dogs.  Howard County Leash Law specifies that all domesticated animals must be on a leash when not on the owner’s property.

  Also, PLEASE pick up after your dog.  The piles are growing bigger, and none of us wants to track that stuff into our homes!

Watch Where The CHILDREN Play

  Many residents have children who are enjoying playing outside.  They need to be kept safe and out of trouble.    

   Children need to stay out of the street when riding bikes or playing ball.  When driving, people can’t see around parked cars making this an unsafe location for playing.  There is also the potential that ball playing will cause damage to nearby parked vehicles.  

   Children also need to be taught to respect private property when balls and toys go into fenced back yards.  Fences are put there to keep people out.  They may NOT be scaled to retrieve balls.    

   Finally, we need to keep the kids out of our trees.  Limbs can be damaged and broken, and that compromises the health of the tree.  Please ask your children to stay on the ground!

Mark Your Calendars:
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Future Board Meeting Dates:

June 16, 2005

July 21, 2005

August 18, 2005

East Columbia Branch Library

Meeting Room

6600 Cradlerock Way

7:00 p.m.

Residents are welcome to attend.

Please join us!

New Mailing Address

  Howard Property Management has relocated the office to Ellicott City and has recently changed post offices.  Do not use the mailing labels in the back of your monthly coupon booklet, throw them away.

  The new mailing address for all correspondence and monthly payments is:

PO Box 1710

Ellicott City, MD 21041-1710  
Take Note of Helpful Telephone Numbers

Howard County Police Department:

Emergency                          911

Non-emergency            410-313-2200

Southern District 
      410-313-3700  

Drug Tip Line                410-290-DRUG

Vice & Narcotics           410-313-7550

Other Numbers:

Animal Control              410-313-2780

License & Permits        410-313-2455

Trash & Recycle          410-313-6444

Water & Sewer
    410-313-4900

Carter’s Cove HOA 

PO Box 1710
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1710
www.carterscove.info
board of directors

Carl Adolph, President

Tonya Taylor, VP

Marcus Honavar, Treasurer 

Nicole Simpson, Secretary

Ray Bougiorni, Director

Erin Lloyd, Director

Donnell Miller, Director

property Manager

Susan Poole

Howard Property Mgmt.
410-313-8608

howardpropmgmt@comcast.net
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