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by Carl M. Adolph

  Old Man Winter is fast approaching and your Homeowner’s Association is gearing up for the New Year.  On behalf of the HOA Board, I would like to extend a warm, safe, and happy holiday season to everyone.  Please be sure to review the article enclosed about snow and ice removal.  Hopefully we won’t have too many visits from the Snow Miser this winter.

  This past year has been a challenge for our community with a rash of vandalism and a couple of attempted break-ins during the summer months.  There was an increased police presence in the community for a while and one offender was actually apprehended.  We all seemed to breathe a little easier for a couple of months, but unfortunately it seems there has been a rash of vandalism to end the year.  

  Residents have reported cars being keyed and/or egged, and tires have been slashed as well. Once again it seems the vandalism usually takes place in the early mornings between 1 and 5 am.  This has become an expensive inconvenience to those affected directly and an uncomfortable nuisance for those indirectly affected.  Please report any suspicious activity to the police.  Please feel free to contact Officer Sandra Frazier at the following numbers:  office: 410-530-1347, pager: 410-313-1093.  She is in charge of police patrol in our particular area.  She was also very helpful earlier this year with the installation of a decoy camera car in the Pirates Cove parking lot.  Hopefully the more of us who call, the faster the response will be to get this problem resolved once and for all.

     A special thank you to everyone who volunteered their time to help with community events and the neighborhood watch this past year.  It is very important that all residents become an active part of the community by at least taking the time to become acquainted with their neighbors and being aware of their surroundings.       
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Snow is in the

Forecast
  As the cold weather moves in with wintery forecasts everyone must be mindful to keep their sidewalks clear and safe.

  The HOA has a contract to have the common area sidewalks only cleared when the snow accumulates 2 inches.  
  However, according to the Howard County Code, Section 18.402(h), “It is the duty and obligation of the owner of property abutting a sidewalk in public right-of-way to remove snow from the sidewalk within 48 hours after the snow has fallen.”  This law applies not only to individual homeowners but to the Association as well.  There is NO stipulation about the number of inches that has fallen – just that it must be cleared.
  The HOA recommends clearing after the precipitation has ended to avoid any freezing. 
  Although your Association and the County maintain the sidewalk in front of a residence, it is the homeowner’s (and therefore the resident’s) responsibility to keep it clear and safe for public passage.  

  Please remember not to use salt products on the concrete after snow removal as this will damage the concrete.  Salt products are those that contain Sodium Chloride, Calcium Chloride, or Potassium Chloride.  Also, products containing Uric Acid should never be used because of the harm it does to our grass and to the Bay.  Sand and cat litter are excellent alternatives and will not harm the concrete.  Products containing Magnesium Acetate or Magnesium Chloride are also safe and recommended for use.  

  Please be considerate and lend a helping hand to neighbors who may be physically unable to remove the snow in front of their residence.   If you are willing to help remove snow for seniors or physically disabled residents in the community who need help, please call Senior Information and Assistance at 410-303-7212 to volunteer for the “Snow Help” program.  
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Lights on for Safety

  Lights are important at night in a community.  In addition to the obvious benefit of being able to see where you are walking, lights offer protection against vandalism. Street lights just aren’t spaced close enough together to do this job. 

  Your biggest contribution is to keep your front porch light on.  The electricity cost for keeping house lights on is minimal and the benefits are great.  Police advise that this is one of the best security measures a community can use to protect against vandalism and late night intruders. Keep those lights on!

Winterizing your pipes

  Frozen water pipes are no fun when they thaw.   Ceilings and floors can be ruined by water damage, not to mention loss to precious possessions.  Make sure that you winterize your outside water faucets.
  Close the cut-off valve on the supply line to all outside faucets from inside the house.  Go outside and open the spigots.  Go back inside and use pliers to open the small bleeder valve on the cut-off valve.  This allows air into the line to drain residual water.

Inclement Weather

  During inclement weather, every effort will be made to continue to provide for scheduled curb side collections. If collections are canceled due to snow, ice, or other severe weather, pick up will be made the next day, if possible, or when road conditions permit. Call (410) 313-6444 for cancellation and makeup information.

Holidays

Trash collections are not made on the following six (6) holidays:

· New Year's Day 

· Memorial Day 

· Independence Day 

· Labor Day 

· Thanksgiving Day 

· Christmas Day 

  If your regular trash collection day falls on one of the holidays listed above, collections will be made on the following day, except when a holiday falls on Saturday, collections will be made the following Monday.  If your recycle collection day falls on one of the holidays listed, collections will be made the next week.
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Disposing of Your Tree
  The County will have curb-side holiday tree recycling available in January.  Place your tree at the curb on your regular recycling day, Wednesday.  The truck could come as early as 6:00 a.m. and as late as 7:00 p.m.

  Be sure to remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments, tree stands, plastic bags or any man made materials.  Trees will not be collected on trash days.  

  Important Reminder – The once a week curbside recycling of yard waste ends December 31st.

Communications

  For more frequent Association information you can visit your community website at www.CartersCove.info
Mark Your Calendars:
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For community announcements
and upcoming meeting times




Future Board Meeting Dates:

January 19, 2006
February 16, 2006

March 16, 2006

Guilford Elem. School – Music Room
7:00 p.m.

Residents are welcome to attend.

Please join us!

2006 Coupon Booklets will be mailed to all owners from South Data.
Be sure to monitor your mail.

Take Note of Helpful Telephone Numbers

Howard County Police Department:

Emergency                          911

Non-emergency             410-313-2200

Southern District 
       410-313-3700  

Drug Tip Line                 410-290-DRUG

Vice & Narcotics            410-313-7550

Other Numbers:

Animal Control              410-313-2780

License & Permits         410-313-2455

Trash & Recycle           410-313-6444

Water & Sewer
     410-313-4900

Carter’s Cove HOA 

PO Box 1710
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1710
www.carterscove.info
board of directors

Carl Adolph, President

Tonya Taylor, VP

Marcus Honavar, Treasurer 

Nicole Simpson, Secretary

Ray Bougiorni, Director

Erin Lloyd, Director

Donnell Miller, Director

property Manager

Susan Poole

410-313-8608

susan@howardproperty.net
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